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Final Reflection

Throughout the semester in ENG 1103 I completed many assignments that have benefited

my development as both a writer and a student. Each assignment taught me different lessons and

helped my development in an original way. A few that stand out to me include keeping a journal,

wordplay day, and completing Check, Please! Assignments. But the work that I would consider

the most significant and beneficial would be writing the final research project.

Everyone benefits differently from each assignment, but I personally feel as though I

benefit most from writing research essays. Writing essays helps me to better understand myself

as a writer. To write this essay we began by starting with a handwritten rough draft, as we did for

many assignments this semester. This was done within the class period and is basically used as a

way to put our thoughts and ideas down on paper. We turned this in at the end of the class period.

A few days later our rough drafts were returned, and at this time we began revising our essays

for the first time. As our essays are returned they come with a few helpful revisions from Dr.

Lucas. We then took a few weeks to work on self revising and making sure our essay’s met the

grading criteria to the best of our abilities. Revising my own work is always extremely beneficial

to me because I can see and understand where I need to make improvements and changes. I also

had a few more people read over my essay and make any changes that are necessary. I usually try

to come up with a title after I have written my essay because I feel as though I should be very

familiar with my essay before being able to choose the most fitting title possible. Another
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assignment that was very significant was completing the Check, Please! starter course.

Completing these assignments proved to be very helpful especially while writing my research

essay. The Check, Please! Course taught me how to fact check and source check over the course

of five quick lessons. Writing a research essay requires many sources and it is helpful to be able

to understand how to quickly and sufficiently check the accuracy of any article I may find online,

which is something I used to worry about often. Writing Analytically by David Rosenwasser and

Jill Stephen calls this “source anxiety” and points out how “This anxiety explains why so many

writers surrender to the role of conduit for the voice of experts, providing little more than

conjunctions between quotations” (Rosenwasser and Stephen 215).

I feel as if during my time taking ENG 1103 this semester, I improved in multiple areas

as a writer. Whether it be our weekly word play day broadening my vocabulary, or keeping a

journal throughout the semester improving my ability to write longhand, I feel as though I am a

stronger and more experienced writer than I was before. The biggest challenge, that was also one

of my biggest accomplishments, was completing the research project to wrap up the semester.
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“Blogs vs. Term Papers” - The Modern Debate

“Blogs vs. Term Papers” by Matt Richtel expresses how standard term papers may be a thing of

the past, and how shorter, more frequent blog posts may be the future of writing. Blog posts tend

to be more relevant, engaging, and interesting for the writer. Still some argue that those who are

required to write standard term papers are better equipped at critical thinking and argumentation,
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as well as the rigor necessary to complete a lengthy term paper. The writing of term papers is

becoming less frequent with time. The majority of highschool students are not being asked to

write papers exceeding 15 pages. As students are more commonly being asked to write short

essays, they are also writing with more ease and comfort as opposed to feeling the pressure to

solely make their writings as long as possible. It has become a modern debate about how best to

teach writing in the digital age. Supporters of the blog style writing argue that punishing a term

paper is less effective than allowing students to be creative and have a sense of fun with writing

frequent blog posts. Richtel’s article “Blogs vs. Term Papers” presents evidence on both sides of

the debate regarding whether short and frequent blog posts or lengthy term papers are the more

efficient way to teach writing in the modern digital era.

Richtel begins by explaining the struggles college and high school students are facing

when it comes to writing an academic paper. They are being taught to “make a point, explain it,

defend it, repeat it” and to many students this exercise may feel rigid and boring. One of the

advocates for terminating the term paper, Cathy N. Davidson, an English professor at Duke

University, has her students regularly publish blog entries between 500 and 1000 words on a

class blog about the current readings and issues they are studying within her class. She has

influenced the way many teach writing as well as kindled a debate about what the most efficient

way to teach writing is in the digital era that we live in today. Davidson argues “Why punish with

a paper when a blog is, relatively, fun?”. Those who defend teaching rigorous writing styles

respond by explaining how brief and personally expressive blog posts often “fail sorely to teach

key aspects of thinking and writing”. They explain how the old formatted term papers helped

students to better understand how to organize the points, as well as fashion an argument and

show a grasp of the substance in which they are writing about. Douglas B. Reeves, founder of the
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Leadership and Learning Center as well as a columnist for the American School Board Journal

explains how “Writing term papers is a dying art, but those who do write them have a dramatic

leg up in terms of critical thinking, argumentation and the sort of expression required not only in

college, but in the job market”. He goes on to say that there are interesting blogs, but they do not

have the same benefits as term papers.

Richtel explains how term papers have been falling from favor for some time. William H.

Fitzhugh explains how educators have been shying away from rigorous academic writing such as

term papers, and providing students with the relevant ease of writing short essays such as blog

posts. “A study in 2002 estimated that about 80 percent of high school students were not asked to

write a history term paper of more than 15 pages”. Fitzhugh argued that part of the problem with

the modern version of writing is that teachers are asking students to read less. The less students

are reading, the less substance they are retaining, which results in difficulty writing term papers.

As Fitzhugh says, “Writing is being murdered. But the solution isn’t blogs, the solution is more

reading”.

“Blogs vs. Term Papers” illustrates valid arguments on behalf of both sides of the debate.

Whether it be explaining Cathy N. Davidson’s beliefs on replacing standard term papers with

blog assignments or William H. Fitzhugh’s beliefs that blog writing is lacking academic rigor as

well as critical thinking. As we move further into the digital era the debate of whether “old

school” or “modern” ways of teaching writing will become more relevant and pressing. Given

the article is nearly ten years old, many opinions have probably already been altered since the

time it was published. Richtel’s article may even be more relevant in modern times of the

pandemic and technological education than when originally published in 2012.
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Self Reflection

The most significant work that I completed in English 1103 was writing an analysis on

Matt Richtell’s “Blogs vs. Term Papers” which required me to plan, draft, and revise an analysis

essay. Given the opportunity to compose an analysis essay, my development as both a writer and

student were benefited. Ways in which I benefited include being given exposure to a type of

essay in which I had never been asked to complete, as well as practice writing longhand and

revising my own work as well as taking revisions from outside perspectives. This assignment

challenged me as a writer because I had never previously written an analysis essay, so this was a

first time experience for me. It required me to have a full understanding of the article and form a

well composed essay analyzing Richtel’s work. As a result, writing an analysis essay was

significant in gaining writing experience that betters my writing abilities as a student all around.

Before I began drafting my essay I read “Blogs vs. Term Papers”, the article of which I

was analyzing. Because this was an analysis assignment, I wanted to be very familiar with the

article, so I read it multiple times until I felt as if I had a full understanding. I always miss details

when only reading a piece of writing once, so I try to carefully read over things multiple times. I
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have always had issues with reading comprehension, starting from the time I was very young.

The first time my reading comprehension struggle presented itself was in the second grade. I was

asked to read an article out loud, and then repeat the story to the best of my ability without the

article in front of me. I confidently read the short story out loud, and when asked to repeat the

story, I realized that I was unable to recall a single thing of what I had just read. In order to write

a strong analysis essay it is crucial that you have a high understanding of the article in order to

rephrase it in a way that readers will still follow as well make my own analysis all while making

the essay fluent and easy to follow. Because of these circumstances, this assignment was the

most challenging out of the activities I have completed, but also the most beneficial by getting

me outside of my comfort zone in writing.

I made neat and well organized handwritten notes each time I read it over; things that I

could come back to later and read when I get stuck or need reminders of thoughts I was having

while reading. I always stick to handwritten notes because I feel that they benefit me more,

especially in this case. It is helpful for me to have something to turn to when I get off track and

start to lose my thought process. After I felt that I had sufficient notes, I started planning my

essay on a seperate sheet of looseleaf paper. I wrote down bullet points of how I wanted to

organize my essay including things like what major topics I wanted each paragraph to cover,

what specific points I wanted to make sure were included in each section, and a word count

range for each. I do this as an outline for myself to refer to when I begin writing so that I am

providing a reasonable amount of information and thoughts in each paragraph. “Paragraphing is

a kindness to your reader because it divides your thinking into manageable bites.” (Rosenwater

and Stephen 289). I also wrote down a few versions of my thesis as well as title ideas to later
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decide which ones would flow in the essay best. Proper and extensive planning is key to making

my writing process as smooth as possible.

Once planning was complete, the next step in my writing process was to begin drafting

and revising my essay. I started out by writing a rough draft. My rough draft was choppy and a

bit unorganized, but I have to begin somewhere. Getting my thoughts and ideas down on paper is

a start, even if it is indeed a rough one. I got helpful feedback on my rough draft and was able to

make revisions in order to better my essay. Getting a second opinion on an essay is always key;

there is almost always something caught that I would have missed. I received grammar,

punctuation, and spelling corrections, as well as a few tips of advice that would make my essay

stronger. I also read over my own writing again and again, making revisions each time until I

could not find any more errors or places where I feel I could use stronger or different wording.

Things like revising the wording of sentences to make them sound better, adding thoughts and

points I feel like are relevant, or deleting things that I realized were unnecessary are all part of

my revising process. Revising my own essays after I have written them is personally one of the

most beneficial things I can do as a writer. Reading my own work so see what changes can be

made gives me a good sense of what I can be stronger in when writing.

Each time I am given the opportunity to compose an essay I benefit and develop as a

writer and as a student all around. While every assignment I have completed thus far in English

1103 has benefited me in many ways, writing my analysis essay gave me a great chance to

challenge myself as a writer while gaining writing experience that will be helpful in my future as

a student, as well as in the real world.

Work Cited
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My First Journal

The first time I felt a connection with writing was in the second grade. I was going

back-to-school shopping with my mom and my sister gathering all the items on the school

supplies list provided to us at orientation. The first item on Mrs. Harper's second grade class

school supplies list was a wide ruled notebook. I felt excited when I discovered that I needed a

notebook for class because it made me feel like I was mature and starting real school work- no

more puzzles and songs. After a long awaited time, it was finally the first day of second grade

and I could not wait to see what I would get to use my hot pink wide ruled notebook for. Mrs.

Harper explained to us that we would each be keeping a journal throughout the school year, and

that we would be given around 30 minutes everyday to write an entry of our choice in our

journals. She said that the first day of our journals would start tomorrow. While I was very

excited to start writing in my notebook, I was also a little bit nervous at the thought of something

new.

That night after I ate dinner I was lying on my living room floor watching cartoons as I

always did, but this time I was not as focused as I usually was. All I could think about was what I

would write about in my journal the next day. I was having a hard time choosing only one topic

that I wanted to write about. I had so many things that I felt like would be good topics. I felt the

same kind of excitement that I would feel the night before a field trip when you can’t wait to go

to bed just so it can be tomorrow. Now I look back and see how the things that seem simple now
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were once so exciting to my young mind. I remember going up to all four of my family members

and telling them “I get to use a notebook tomorrow in class”.

As I got to school on my second day of second grade I could hardly contain my

excitement. Once we made it through breakfast, attendance, and carpet time, it was finally time

to write in our journals for the first time. I proudly pulled out my notebook and a pencil and set it

on my desk. Mrs. Harper explained again that we would have 30 minutes to write, and that we

could write about anything we desired. Because we were in the second grade, we did not receive

grades on our work, meaning most of our school work was not stressful and was looked at as

more of something to do for fun. She said we could write about any person, place, thing, write a

story, or just tell about our day. I decided on writing about my new puppy, Beamer. This was the

most exciting thing in my life at the time and there was so much I could say about him, which is

why I chose that as my topic. I was nervous to start because I had never written a paragraph

before; I had only formed a sentence or two at a time. “Paragraphing is a kindness to your reader

because it divides your thinking into manageable bites.” (Rosenwater and Stephen 289). I had

not mastered this yet. My ‘paragraphs’ were not at all, in fact, manageable bites at that time. I

started to write and was relieved at the sense of freedom and creativity that I felt from being able

to express myself through writing. While I was never the best writer in the class, I knew instantly

that it was something I genuinely enjoyed doing. At the end of the first 30 minutes I was

shocked; I could have sworn it had been about five. I looked down at my page full of sentences

that formed a scrambled paragraph and felt accomplishment and pride in my work.

Writing is something that I have always enjoyed. I mostly enjoy free writing such as

journaling because I enjoy the freedom and creativity that I feel when doing it, as well as the
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ability to express myself and my emotions through writing. I still like to write in my freetime as

much as possible as a form of stress relief and self expression.

Work Cited
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The Online Killer

A continuous and growing issue in today’s society involves something that is right in our

hand’s all the time - social media websites. This issue is referred to as cyber bullying, a form of

bullying which is done online and oftentimes anonymously. Social media is becoming

increasingly more popular with the majority of individuals owning a cell phone having

downloaded at least one social platform. Some of the primary platforms today include Facebook,

Twitter, Snapchat, Instagram, and TikTok, all which deal with cyberbullying issues. While social

media sites can be positive at times, cyberbullying has nearly taken control of most websites, and

needs to be stopped before it is too late.

Cyber bullying earned its own title because it is vastly different from face-to-face

bullying. In today’s day in age it is far more common to receive harassment and bullying through

technology than it is to receive harassment from someone in person. One of the main reasons for

this is because when using a social media website, you are allowed to conceal your identity,

making the bullying anonymous. Online users are far more likely to make rude and hurtful

comments or even go as far as threats because they are under the impression that the victim will
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not ever know their name or identity. Another factor that feeds into why cyberbullying is more

common than face-to-face bullying is the lack of fear of consequences that is present today. This

goes hand in hand with what is called the “bystander effect”. The article “We Don’t Know The

True Extent of Cyber Bullying, and Children Need Help Dealing With It” by Peter Macualay

notes that “Children report  that bystanders are more likely to get involved to stop traditional

bullying than for cyberbullying incidents. They considered the reason to be the physical presence

of authority figures in the real world” (Macaulay 8).

One of the reasons that cyberbullying is such a difficult issue to tackle is because it is

rarely ever reported and has a low visibility. This makes being able to gauge the impact and true

extent of cyberbullying extremely difficult. When the bullying is not being reported, it makes it

incredibly difficult to identify how often it is occurring and respond to cyberbullying. This also

creates the problem of making it overall hard to assess the true extent of cyberbullying and how

widespread it is. Some of the possible causes of lack of reporting include things such as children

fearing that if it is reported, they may get in trouble for using the app and even get their devices

withdrawn. To avoid this conflict with a higher level of authority, most victims and bystanders

tend to ignore the situation and continue to scroll without reporting. Another thing that factors

into the lack of reporting is the “diffusion of responsibility” theory. “This theory suggests that

people are less likely to intervene in online bullying because of the potential greater number of

virtual onlookers” (Macaulay 9). This theory will continue to worsen if there is no action taken

against cyberbullying. Social media sites are continuing to grow and become more popular,

meaning more virtual onlookers will be present.

Social media can also get out of hand in more ways than one. In the article “Now Social

Media Grows a Conscience?” by Greg Bensinger it is discussed how Facebook and Twitter may
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have both played a role in the attack on the capitol last January. This was primarily used as an

example of how deeply troubling posts tend to spread quickly and broadly; even more than

positive posts. Most well known individuals have a decently large following on social media

websites, including most politicians. This means when they create and share a post millions of

users could see it in a split second. The dangers of this can be seen in instances such as the attack

on the capitol as users were told to do so via a viral post by president Trump. A question a lot of

people are asking is this; did the platforms do what they could to be proactive and prevent this

from happening? The article claims that “These companies have consistently ignored warnings

about how their very structure foments misinformation and division” (Bensinger 7). A trend that

has been noticed by users is that the more divisive, misinformative content tends to keep users on

the sites for longer. Since the situation that occurred at the capitol last January, some of the main

sites including Facebook and Twitter have been looking into new policies that attempt to keep

what content is being posted and shared under control. An example of this includes that if you

create or share a post that is reported for violating community guidelines more than five times,

you will be banned from the site.

According to the article “A Majority of Teens Have Experienced Some Form of

Cyberbullying” by Monica Anderson, “59% of U.S. teens have been bullied or harassed online,

and a similar share says it's a major problem for people their age” (Anderson 1). Teenagers also

for the most part agree that authorities such as teachers, politicians, and social media companies

are not addressing cyberbullying as much as they should be. Bullying can mean many different

things. The most common form of bullying seen in children is name calling. “Some 42% of teens

say they have been called offensive names online or via their cell phone” (Anderson 3). Texting

and direct messaging are good ways for teens to form bonds and make friendships. However, this
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kind of connection may lead to inappropriate activity or even nonconsensual interactions.

“One-quarter of teens say they have been sent explicit images they didn’t ask for, while 7% say

someone has shared explicit images of them without their consent” (Anderson 4). This is just one

example of the many dangers that may come along with internet use.

Cyberbullying is a growing concern and a danger to current and future generations that

should be taken far more seriously. Social media has done many positive things for society, and

when used correctly can be a fun and lighthearted place to stay in touch with friends and share

bits of life. But unfortunately, it is not always like that for everyone. Going online causes a high

chance to encounter cyberbullying, which can be extremely detrimental to the mental health of

the individuals being bullied. “Young people (10-16 years) who accessed or shared sexual

content or images of cyberbullying or violence had up to a 50% higher risk for thoughts of

suicide” (Sumner 4). Action must be taken to stop cyberbullying, before these statistics continue

to worsen.
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